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Executive Director's Report

On behalf of the Board of Directors, it is my pleasure to present the British Columbia
Common Ground Alliance (BCCGA) 2018 Report to Members.
This document lays out the high-level success we have had in 2018 in regards to the
second year of our ﬁve-year strategic plan.
This year the BCCGA made great strides in engagement, advocacy and service delivery. In
addition to continuing our outstanding education and awareness program, a priority
focus of 2018 was to raise the proﬁle British Columbia's excavation community.
On the governance relations front, we hosted a dedicated MLA breakfast in Victoria. This
event promoted underground safety and was attended by over 21 MLAs from both sides
of the legislature. The event also attracted a number of Cabinet Ministers, Deputy
Ministers and other senior sta members.
Over the summer the Pipeline Safety Committee ﬁnished work on the Ground
Disturbance standard with Alberta. This is a landmark achievement for BC - for the ﬁrst
time ever a technical standard exists for providers of ground disturbance training. This
standard is speciﬁc to the industry and regulatory requirements of this jurisdiction. We
understand that the training community and the pipeline industry are moving to adopt
this standard.
In the fall, our region hosted the annual national CCGA Damage Prevention Symposium
in Whistler, BC. By all accounts the event was an outstanding success. It was attended by
over 220 participants representing a wide range of stakeholders from across Canada. The
event was a showcase for innovation and included a variety of safety sessions and
seminars.
We are more conﬁdent than ever that our message of worker and public safety in
connection with underground infrastructure is being received and understood across
British Columbia.
As a member-driven organization, we must manage the unexpected and address
emerging challenges while maintaining continuity of our core programming.
The BCCGA will continue to grow and evolve in 2019, maintaining a clear provincial voice
for improved safety and damage prevention in connection with underground
infrastructure throughout the Province.
Once again thank you, our generous and committed members, volunteers and Board
members, for your dedication and support.

Dave Baspaly
Executive Director
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1

The BCCGA will work with its members,
stakeholders and regulatory partners to
increase awareness of BCCGA and BC One Call.
!

Supported 8 standing committees, 1 project committee and a One Call
Taskforce.

!

Continued to work towards One Call legislation in BC.

!

Targeted organizations that have not yet joined BC One Call. In this
regard, we targeted both members and non-members to determine
creative solutions and proposals for non-member Telcoms and large
non-member municipalities to join BC One Call.

!

In partnership with the Canadian Common Ground Alliance and Federal
Senator Grant Mitchell, we worked to develop federal damage prevention
legislation. As a result of these e orts, Lloyd Longﬁeld, MP for Guelph,
Ontario, introduced Bill S-229 to Parliament, An Act Enacting the
Underground Infrastructure Safety Enhancement Act. This Act is working
its way through the Federal legislative process. In partnership with our
provincial counterparts have provided over 750 letters to the Federal
government regarding Bill S229.
We have also worked with CCGA to launch a pilot project with Public
Service and Procurement Canada to consider implications associated
with establishing policy for Federal Ministries in line with the draft
requirements of Bill S229.

!
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The BCCGA will be a leader in setting standards
for industry and will invest in ground
disturbance awareness and education activities
designed to improve underground safety for
workers and the general public.
Ground Disturbance Training Standard:
! Though the Pipeline Safety Committee we completed an independent

'standard' for ground disturbance training in BC, in partnership with the
Alberta Common Ground Alliance.
! To obtain endorsement and to be an approved BC ground disturbance

training provider, the standard requires the curriculum to incorporate best
practice, regulatory expectations, and the rules set by utilities and
underground plant operators.
! This standard alone will make BC a safer province by creating a common

expectation for all stakeholders
Locator Training:
! Continued to promote the locating curriculum developed in partnership

with WorkSafeBC, Kwantlen Polytecnic University, the BC Municipal Safety
Association and ASTTBC. In this respect, locator training sessions were held
across BC, reaching hundreds of participants in 2018.
! The capacity of the program has been expanded by adding additional

instructors.
Registered Utility Locator Technician Certiﬁcation:
! The Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of BC (ASTTBC) have

granted o cial technical trade status for the certiﬁcation and are actively
seeking candidates. Many of the BCCGA locating experts now serve on the
ASTTBC oversight Board.
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The BCCGA will develop creative initiatives
designed to support municipalities and
excavators to integrate safe practice at all stages
of the process continuum including: regulations,
design, engineering, procurement, permitting,
construction and maintenance/ monitoring.

!

Delivered a successful damage prevention month campaign in April,
including promotional pieces and proclamations to mayors and
councils.

!

#

Had a proclamation read out by an MLA in the BC Legislature.

#

Provided DigSafe lapel pins to all members of the BC Legislature.

#

Participated in the 'Bridging the Gap' Safety Conference.

#

Delivered an ongoing speaker series to industry, community and
associations regarding safe dig practice and underground safety.

#

Hired a dedicated training contractor to lead Ground Disturbance
Seminar and oversee quality assurance - Global Training.

Held three large industry focused Ground Disturbance Seminars: two
sessions in Surrey, and one session in Kelowna.
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The BCCGA will collect statistical information,
disseminate safety information and develop
initiatives to reach small contractors,
homeowners, municipalities and First Nations
communities.

! The Best Practice Committee supported the release third version of the

National Best Practices to members and ground disturbers at the
National Symposium in Whistler.
! We had over 1,000 web visits to our best practice area on our website.
! Damage Prevention Information Reporting Tool (DIRT) - BCCGA data is

included in the Canadian DIRT report. The DIRT report is a statistical
analysis of recorded hits to underground infrastructure that touches
every aspect of damage prevention.
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The BCCGA will conduct government relations
and advocacy activities designed to secure One
Call legislation in BC as it relates to mandatory
membership for owners/ operators of
underground infrastructure and mandatory
one-call for excavators/ ground disturbers.
! The BCCGA, in partnership with the Canadian Common Ground Alliance,

worked to develop federal damage prevention legislation. As a result of
these e orts, during the spring of 2015, Senator Grant Mitchell
introduced Bill S-229, An Act Enacting the Underground Infrastructure
Safety Enhancement Act and Making Consequential Amendments to
Other Acts.
! We hosted a dedicated MLA breakfast in Victoria. This event promoted

underground safety and was attended by over 21 MLAs from both sides
of the legislature. The event also attracted a number of Cabinet
Ministers, Deputy Ministers and other sta senior sta members.
! We have also worked with CCGA to launch a pilot project with Public

Service and Procurement Canada to consider implications associated
with establishing policy for Federal Ministries in line with the draft
requirements of Bill S229.
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The BCCGA will actively work to attract new
members, generate resources and build
partnerships with government and other
relevant stakeholders to e ectively carry out its
mission.
Members:
! Gained 10 new member companies from a variety of stakeholder

groups.
! Overall our network increased. Total membership now stands at over

400 members, with an excavation network of 10,000 ground
disturbers.
! WorkSafeBC increased its annual safety investment by 50%.
! It is important to note that member and partner in-kind

contributions exceed all dollars contributed.
Resources:
!

In 2018, revenues of $231,353 are slightly higher than the projected
budget of $216,750.

Partnerships:
!

!

!
!

Connected with various stakeholder groups on a monthly basis to
ensure they are brought up to speed on current events and are
engaged in Alliance activities.
Participated in over 30 industry events such as AGMs, award
ceremonies and workshops to promote safety and generate
awareness of the Alliance, including the WorkSafeBC Bridging the
Gap Conference, Day of Mourning, and other safety related events.
Attended the BC One Call Board meetings as an ex o

cio Member.

In the fall, our region hosted the annual national CCGA Damage
Prevention Symposium in Whistler, BC. By all accounts the event was
an outstanding success. It was attended by over 220 participants
representing a wide range of stakeholders. The event was a showcase
for innovation and included a variety of safety sessions and seminars.
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